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Publisher’s Note: 


The Panjabi language is rapidly being recognised by the North American people as 
one of the most modern languages of the world. Keeping in mind the increased 
demand tor learning the Panjabi language, this Panjabi Primer is scientifically 

designed after a long period of practical experiments with the North American 
youth. 

Originally the Panjabi Primer was published by the Sikh Education & Research 
Centie of Windsor, Ontario, Canada, but the stocks were sold out in a short period 
of time. Now, a thoroughly revised 2nd edition is hereby published by the Canadian 
Sikh Study and Teaching Society. 

The Society is highly indebted to Dr. Gurbakhsh Singh (former professor and Dean, 
Panjab Agriculture University, Ludhiana, India), who has prepared this book with 
tremendous dedication and hard work . Through advanced techniques the author 
has made learning Panjabi language an easy task. We hope this book would be a 
great asset to the students and the teachers of the Panjabi language. 



PANJABI FOR FAST LEARNERS 


Panjabi is the language of the native people of Panjab, a land of five(panj) rivers in northwestern 
India. The script was improved and popularized by the Sikh Gurus. It was adopted by them to 
write Gurbani hymns, hence it became known as Gurmukhi As the Gurmukhi script is used to 
write Panjabi only, the word Panjabi has also come to mean Gurmukhi. When we actually speak 
of learning Gurmukhi, more often we say Panjabi. Thus, Gurmukhi and Panjabi became 
synonymous. 

This is a SCIENTIFICALLY-DESIGNED PANJABI PRIMER (Revised Edition) for fast 
learners. It has been prepared primarily for thosepeople, who can read English and are 10 years 
or older. Younger people may find this is very helpful for learning to read Gurmukhi. It is based 
on the conversion method of learning Panjabi. According to this method, one learns to convert 
the Panjabi alphabet and vowels into corresponding English forms, the use of which the student 
already knows. It, therefore, enables a person to read Panjabi in about two weeks time. Learning 
by this technique becomes interesting because one starts reading and writing words the very first 
day. This is another reason that the trainees can learn reading Panjabi very quickly by this 
method. 

Every language has its own set of consonants and its own method of assigning vowels to them. 
The Gurmukhi alphabet has 35 letters and 5 sets of vowels. Some consonants and vowels are 
unique to a particular language and may not be present in others. As of interest , Gurmukhi has 
about a dozen more consonants than English. To indicate the sound of many of these additional 
consonants, "h" is used as suffix to the English consonant. Two Panjabi consonants "3" and "F 1 
have no parallel in English. We use the harder forms "t" and "d" to represent them, as in the name 
Gurdit Singh. The consonant "<?" is also unique to Panjabi and is represented by "rh" or "d". 

English has three more sounds for "j" and they are represented by "z", M ge" and "ise". In Panjabi 
only one consonant "FT was used for all these sounds. Later on to represent "z" sound, a dot was 
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placed below it "H". This was necessitated to write the Persian and Arabic words which were 
adopted by the Panjabi people because of the influence of the ruling class. There are five 
consonants with a dot at the bottom. They have not been used in the Guru Granth Sahib as these 
additions in the script were adopted after its compilation. The tenth Guru, however, used them 
lavishly in his compositions. 

The Panjabi script is simple and easy to understand because it has very definite rules of 
pronunciation. For those who know English, learning Panjabi is very easy. Observe the similarity 
of vowels, but differences in the pronunciation of the sets of following words: 
a. Boot, Foot b. Sir, Sit c. But, Put 

In Panjabi (Gurmukhi) there is no such variation or ambiguity in pronouncing Panjabi words. One 
letter has only one sound and for one sound, there is only one letter. If you already know english 
and have decided to learn Gurmukhi, you will find it quite easy. A person who spends one hour a 
day to understand Panjabi and an other hour to practice it, can start reading Panjabi in about two 
week s time. 

The study of Part II will enable any person to read Panjabi newspapers and books in a couple of 
w'eeks. One can improve one's proficiency in it by reading books and by writing essays and 
stories in Panjabi regularly. Along with this, the study of idioms, phrases and grammar can be of 
great help to write in Panjabi or translate English into Panjabi and vice versa. 

To make the learning interesting and easy for the youth, only four to six consonants and one set of 
v owe 1 s are intioduced at a time. Further, short words with just two letters were chosen lor a 
quick and better understanding of consonant and vowel sounds. The repetition of the same letter 
in multiple combinations is planned to help the student to correlate the shape and the sound of the 
letters with ease. 

For fast and easy learning of Panjabi, be regular and carefully follow' the directions. 
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LESSON 1 


BIHARI AND SIHARI 

fidd'dl ffld'dl 


BIHARI 3 

"ee" as in seen 


SIHARI f 
"i" as in sin 


A. Here are six Panjabi letters easy to remember: 


ENGLISH 

PANJABI 

DESCRIPTION(for recording memory) 

H 

7J 

Haha. The Hook shape of the letter 
connects it with the sound H. 

R 


Rara. Close the bottom gap of TJ. 

N 

7) 

Nanna. Being similar to an outline of 
the Nose, it brings the image of N. 


Before proceeding further, take a couple of minutes to write these letters in your 
notebook. 


dr ^ 7 > 


You may pronounee them as "ha", "ra" and "na" if convenient. Read them twice, 
backwards and forwards, to relate in your mind their shapes with their sounds. When you 
can identify these letters, proceed with the next three, they are equally easy. 
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ENGLISH 

M 


PANJABI DESCRIPTION (for recording in memory) 



Mamma. Two standing lines connected in the middle. 


S 



Sassa. S for stop. Stop the top of H to make it H 


T 



Tainka. Try. it is a mirror image of number 5. 


Write these letters and read them three or four times to memorize them. 


B. Vowels: BIHARI and SIHARI 

This candy cane-like vowel produces the sound of "ee" when it comes after the letter, i. e. 
it is on the right side of the letter. It is called "BIHARI". You may, to begin with, name 

it candy-cane right. 

When it is on the left side of the letter, it sounds like "i" and is called "SIHARI". You 

may, to begin with, name it candy-cane left. 

It may be noted that in both cases, the head ol the vowel laces the letter to which it is 
assigned. 

Here are some examples: 


1. BIHARI 

A 

Pronunciation 

See" Ht 

Sassay Noon Bihari. See 

"Tea" 

Tainkay Noon Bihari. Tea 

"Nee" ?ff 

Nannay Noon Bihari. Nee 

"He" Ut 

Hahay Noon Bihari, He 

"Re" ^ 

Raray Noon Bihari. Re 

"Me" >ft 

Mammay Noon Bihari. Me 
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Now it is easy for you to read words involving these six consonants and the vowel 
BIHARI ( cand-cane right). 


1. Heat 

tfte 

7. Meat 

Hte 

2. Ream 


8. Seat 

rite 

3. Neat 

?>te 

9. Seen 

rite 

4 Niece 

stH 

10. Seam 

rite 

5. Neem 


1 1 . Team 

zte 

6. Mean 


12. Teen 

zte 

Before you proceed further, write the above 12 Panjabi words in your notebook and read 
them twice. Of course, refer to your primer whenever you need help. When you can 
read them fluently, proceed further. 

II. SIHARI 




1. Hit 

fire 

6. Miss 

frin 

2. Him 

ftjH 

7. Mit 

friz 

3. Rin 


8. Sit 

friz 

4. Rim 

few 

9. Sin 

friz 

5. Nit 

fh? 

10. Tin 

fzz 


Try to read them up and down without looking at the English words. Write the Panjabi 
words in your notebook. Read all the 22 words from your notebook at least five times or 
till you can do it comfortably. 
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EXERCISE 


A. Write on youi notebook the following words (Panjabi only) in pairs and read them to 
understand the difference between the sounds of BIHARI and SIHARI. When needed, 
you may get assistance from the English words. 


i. fte, nte 

(ho, h]<*> 

fn?, >ite 

2. fdc, Jle 

r^o, cfirt 

fHH, ntn 

3. fi-fc 3 ), Ht?j 

fUH, <t!h 

fen, ^b-r 

4. fHH, rfh-r 

fen, ?)tH 

Poh, cbln 

1. Sit, Seat 

Sin, Seen 

Mit, Meat 

2. Hit, Heat 

Tin, Teen 

Mis, 

3. Min, Mean 

Him, 

Tim, Team 

4 — , Seam 

— , Neem 

— , Niece 


B. Now you are ready to practice the use of two vowels in the same word. 


i Hte, ?te, ?l?t fte, 

2. ffi?, fH?t Hi?, }M ifl?, jM 

1. Mean, Mini Teen, Mit, 

2. Sit, City Meat, Meaty Seat, 

Write the above Panjabi words in your notebook. 


On your own, you may try to write in Panjabi more such words by using one or both of 
the vowels. You will enjoy your freshly acquired skill of being able to write many 
Panjabi words. Congratulations for the first successful day. Well begun is half done 

T T - •'O' 


Here are some more 

- examples. 




6ld 


hIh 

?i? 

ifl? 

3brt 

jM 


?t?t 
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LESSON II 


LANV 


LANV AND DO-LANVAN 

WW - 



DO-LANVAN 



(slash) 

"a" as in "Rate" 


(double-slash) 
"a" as in "Rat" 


REVISION: Read the previous chapter to refresh your memory of the shape of the words 
and their sounds. Keep the English words covered. 

The letters already learned are: 


TJ ^ 

(*> 

H H 3 

Hay 

3 

May A 

Ray 

t 

Say ^ 

Nay 

£ 

Tay ^ 

A: NEW LETTERS 


ENGLISH 

PANJABI 

DESCRIPTION 

Ph (F) 

3 

Phapha. Put a loop at the base of 3 


P M Pappa. P for pan, think of pan with handle. 
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ENGLISH 


PANJABI 

DESCRIPTION 

K 


of 

Kakka. Very much like sJ with leg. 

D 


S’ 

Dadda. The shape of 3 with loop at the bottom 



a 

ot $ 


Day 

Pay 

Kay 


B. Use of Vowels: Lanv, Do-Lanv 

Practice reading of single and double slash words. 


I. SINGLE SLASH -LANV 


II. 


l. AoT 

AoT 

A oT 

#3 

As - 

2. <5(H 

Ah 

Ah 

Ah 

H^ 

3. ^H 

5H 

Ah 

Ah 

Ah 

1. Fake 

Take 

Make 

Date 

Raid 

2. Case 

Mace 

Pace 

Race 

Safe 

3. Came 

Name 

Fame 

Tame 

Same 

DOUBLE SLASH - 

DO-LANVAN 



1. ftu 

tu 

Au 

Su 

Au 

2. Oof 

Aof 

AoT 

in 

Ah 

1. Sap 

Hap 

Nap 

Cap 

Map 

2. Pack 

Hack 

Sack 

Dam 

Ram 


Made 

Face 

Sane 


tu 

Ah 


Tap 

Sam 
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c. 


For becoming familiar with the use of single and double slash sounds read the 
following pairs of words. 


l. 3e, 3<r 


2. He 1 ), ft?) 

ft?), ft?) 

3 . GO, 3c*) 

ftz, ftz 

4. 3oT, 3oT 

H3", ftoT 

1 . Rate. Rat 

Fate. Fat 

2. Main, Man 

Pain, Pan 

3. Fain. Fan 

Paid, Pad 

4. Rake, Rack 

Sake, Sack 


o<!, oe 

3c 1 ), 3?) ^?), 

hh, ftn in, 

Hate, Hat Mate, Mat 

Rain, Ran Cane, Can 

Maid, Mad Fade, Fad 

Same, Sam Dame, Dam 


D. Now it would be easy for you to practice the use of SLASH on both letters. 

Qt rtt 
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EXERCISE 


1 . Write all the Panjabi words in your notebook and then read them aloud. Where 
needed, refer to your Primer. Write more Panjabi words on your own. 


2. Practice reading following words having two different vowels. 


i. twt 

M\ 



Srft 


Happy 

Marry 

Carry 

Ferry 

— 


Ocfi 


#Ht 


M\ 


Penny 

Many 

Demi 

— 

Rainy 


ii. zftt 

nit 

oBt 


iM 




Mi 


Mi 

M\ 

iii. r«»i 

fc!?> 

fnt 

fb3 

fet 

fet 


fOdol 



fccXd 

fo^H 
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LESSON III 


MUKTA and KANNA 

HoB 1 - 5RF 

MUKTA D KANNA □ T 

No vowel "a" as in car 

REVISION: Read the previous chapter to refresh your memory of the shape and sound of 
the words. The letters already learned are. 

U 3 ^ H H ?> 

^ U oT ^ 


A. NEW LETTERS 

ENGLISH PANJABI DESCRIPTION 


B 



Babba. it is the mirror image of B. 




?) with split base of nose 

(May develop your own correlation.) 


V(W 



Wava. Looks like "W" tilted to right side. 


B. I Jse of Vowels: Mukta and Kanna 

I. MUKTA means tree, unattatched, without any vowel. In English vowel is needed to 
connect the two consonants as in SIR, HER OR BURR but without giving its vowel 
sound; in such cases no vowel is used in Panjabi. 
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For example: 

HU UU UU UU UU 

Sir Fir Per Her Were 

Here are some more Panjabi words. 


HU 

Burr 


KANNA is a short hanging line after the letter and is pronounced as "a" in car. 
Here arc some examples: 


3ra Ura 3ra TO Hra TO TO TO 

Car Par Tar Bar Mar Far War — 


Read the following pairs ol Panjabi words. Write as many more words as you can think 
of. 


l. to 

TO? 4. dft 

oTO 

7. HU 

TO> 

2. ora 

TO 5. TO 

to? 

8. 3U 

TO 

3. 375 

TO? 6. TO 

(TO 

9. uu 

ura 

Read words with single and repeated vowels. 



i . y ft 

W 


5. TOT 

TOT 1 

2 . to? 

uw 


6. TO? 

ofW 

3. (TO 

c?W 


7. ura 

ura 1 

4. H'ft 

n-ft 1 


8. to 

to* 


EXERCISE 


Write these Panjabi words in your notebook and read them. Make more words with one 
or two KANNAS. You may refer to the Primer to write the words. Learn to read them 
freely and quickly. 
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REVIEW 


Practice reading and writing the following words and become familiar with the sound and 
the shape of the letters as well as of the vowels already studied. 


re 

re 

fdd 

HU 

re-r 

friu 

re 

re 

fre 

H?> 

rej 

fre 

c’joT 

re 

feoT 

re 

re 

fc!? 

re 

H 7 ^ - 


re 

re 

fre 

re 

re 

fre 

yft 


faw 

re - 

3'd 


re 

re 

fre 

oTofr, re 

O' 0(1, 


rTO 1 , yrCf ipift, 

TTs! 1 , H 1 # rP¥t, 

w, rM irrit, iJh 


rite 

re 

fte 

rftu 

riu 

riu 

rite 

riw 

fte 

rite 

ite 

ri?> 

rite 

8or 

SoT 

rite 

re 


rife 

re 

ri^ 

rite 



rite 



rite 

riw 

fte 

rife 

ite 


rite 

re 

re 


re 1 , nfe 

ritrit, re 

HTH 7 , ret 

reft, rin 

W&, 

nfet, re 

ofW, ote 

ret, re 
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C U^HHcTO^'l 

c'T^, c^feof^OT, ^HfHH^I U^t 7T3 
^ WT ?h 3W fHHTO oft \ H^U^fHHTOo^l 

oCrtl cT^tfeHlfH !h })t UTR om\ uwt ?Kjt $1 K§ UTT 
Utftt 37Tf &I <TOt ZFoft Wo( IPH &l H% WT 
O'ocl fh Uira ?T ^| oToT oT^ 9, oFoF oT^J H 1 ^ 
3^1 ofW^H^of^O^, oft 1 ), c^H^o^l 

H^T 7H H?) I TO WF) Htl HH^ feS - (TO ^ ?Klt Htl 
H^TO^Utl HH^^ftri of^ HoT goT ?>t 5^1 

oPlftMut (TfTOI W& ^ H 7 # W Ht zft U^l 

U^H^tHTfttl WW'HWTFtftitl (TO 7 H^ 7 >TOt 1 1 
>W H'3 1 TOt §1 ^fe>^TOt5l ^ KTFft <TO &l 

foTH IfH TO TO I tf^fH^fofHU^TO tl ofW 
H 1 ^ ^oC § §| oTofi Qh (7 ftr^i 

WU^ofr 

^i tf^ 7 h 1 ^ 1 fen th oPoft rtoild cto gftr, ife <iw & 
oti 



7m o^ct tl Htnt HTHturntl oToft 
ti oroftHteH^o^i 

c^ )TO, feoT ^ ^fij| ^H^wt^ofwtl t^H 1 ^ tl 

tl oToTH^tt ®Ht Htl wMHWH^ 

WT tl (TO 1 f?)5f oftt feofft U?)| W £ U 1 ^ iffer tl 



LESSON IV 


HORHA 

U^ 

AND 

KANAURHA 


0(03' 

HORHA D 


KANAURHA D 

"0" as in "Rode" 


"0" as in "Rod" 

REVISION: Read the previous chapter to refresh your memory of the shape of the words 
and their sounds. 

3 3 g 

H 

H 7 > 

3 U of 3 


75 ^ 

A. NEW LETTERS 

ENGLISH PANJABI 


DESCRIPTION 

G (JT 


Gagga, ^ with a line on the side. 

j FT 

B. VOWELS 


Jajja. funny chair with a top. 

(May develop your own correlation) 


I. To understand their use, read the following words row wise and column wise 
HORHA 


dirt 

U75 

Urt 

drt 

H75 

Hrt 

3rt 

§75 

we 


rtd 

rt3 

HU 

HU 

HU 

UH 

UK 

W) 

Goal 

Pole 

Hole 

Role 

Mole 

Sole 

Dole 

Coal 

Loaf 

Loam 

Lore 

Load 

More 

Soar 

Moan 

Roam 

Home 

Bone 
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KANAURHA 


i. floT 3 oT 

v -n 

Hof 

"Tt 

HH 

did 

Y) 

HH 

2. hh 

, -n 

U^ 


dd 


3. Wdl ddl 

‘~r> 

wn 

TO 

TO 


1 . Mock Rock 

Sock 

Job 

God 

Mob 

2. Rob Sob 

Pod 

Nod 

Rod 

Lot 

3. Log Dog 

Lodge 

Call 

— 

Lock 

C. For becoming familiar 

with the use of HORHA and KANAURHA read the following 

pairs of words: 





l. dd, TO 1 

fe, fe 

o(s^ 0(3 


cSe, oe 

2. §<5, ofef 

dl<d, die 

Oof, fe 


WH, $H 

3. §3", okf 

HU, HU 

fe, HoT 


HU, HU 

1. Road, Rod 

Mode, Mod 

Code, Cod 


Note, Not 

2. Coat, Cot 

Goat. Got 

Poke, Pock 


Lobe, Lob 

3. Core. Kaur 

Soap. Sop 

Soak, Sock 


Mope, Mop 


EXERCISE 

Write Panjabi words in your notebook and learn to read them fluently. Write more 
Panjabi words. Here are some examples: 



LESSON V 


AUNKAR AND DO-AUNKAR 


AUNKAR 

□ 


DO-AUNKAR 

Q 

"U" as in "Put” 


"oo" as m "Boot" 


REVISION: Review the previous chapter. 




TJ 

¥ 


H H ^ 



U 

of 


H FT ^ 


A. NEW LETTERS: 





ENGLISH 

PANJABI 


DESCRIPTION 


CH 




Chacha. It is like ^ with 

a loop in 





the corner. 


Y 

Cl 



Yatya. Unique shape. 


B. Read the follow 

ing words carefully. You 

will need the help of a guide 

lor correc 

pronunciation. 






I. MO 

w 


Uof 



2. 

m 


3oT 

o( 


1 . Look 

Book 


Hook 

Cook Full 

Pull 

2. Loot 

Nook 


Took 

Wood Could 

Hood 


8 


i. toe 

f3 

f3 


fW 

yw 

2. f3 


dM 

fW 



1 . Loot 

Boot 

Hoot 

Coot 

Fool 

Pool 

2. Root 

Cool 

Rule 

Wool 

Room 

Food 

fU 

for 

f dl 

ydi 

ZH^ 


§3 

fH 

fU 

ge 


ye 




H75 

gu 

ge 


ywt 


Heft 

yet 

get 

eet 

grit 




grf 


EXERCISE 

Rewrite all Panjabi words in your notebook and read them. 
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LESSON VI 


CONSONANT - VOWEL 

^ ^ These are unique letters and they go with specific vowels only. 

REVISION: Read the previous chapter. Practice the use of vowels learnt so far. 

Hsj fm nfa ^ 

^ Ufa §3 


These three letters are designed to carry only specific vowels with them. 
They will ALWAYS have ONE of the vowels mentioned below. 


§ 

Urha 

f 

t § 

(§ 

with Horha) 



»f 

Arha 


w % 

>H 





Eerhee 

fe 

Et £ 





The v 

'owel sets: 







I. 

us »fR 

aas »fH 

is fen 

ees 

iflu US 

§H 

oos Oh 


ace 

as 

oas Ghl 

OSS 

WT 




un 

aan 

in ffcJC 1 ) 

een 

i tflo un 

§?> 

oon Ort 


ain CC 4 ) ; 

an ^0 

own GcS 

on 

W) 
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Here arc some more Panjabi words: 


»ftT 

WT 



©u §h 


©3" ^25 











f©oT©fo 



©of ^oT 

©of 










fee ©te 

©u fu 


©3 >fc 


)fe 






ww 

Hrt 

it itit 

U 1 © 

g^et gtgf 

?>W 

OT) 

<rot ©left 

T-fH 1 HTK 

H’Ht >M 

oFoft 



^oft 

rpaft 

waft 

waft 

rm\ 


Urrft 

rrrft 

^fft 

Wt 

HTft 



fft»F 

ofbof 

Ht»F 

©t»F 

efte 1 



ufa 1 

ifltF 

Ulw 

rftH 1 

foTFt 


frT© 

fen 

fart 

fat 

fat 

foW 

ftw 

fw 

fw 

feoF 





urft 

©?> 

©H 

©U 





ft 

H© 

3© 
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fu 7 

g^ 7 

f^ 7 

ft 

gt 

ft 

dd' 

g^ 7 

U^ 7 

ft 

gt 

yt 

did 

ij 

5 d 

tf 

tf 

tj 

dIM 

y m 

SO 



OVdl 

Tflt 

?flt 

iflt 

art 


U 7 # 


it 

Ot 

tn 7 

otW 

Oh 7 

^ d 1 

^d 1 

K^ 7 

tw 7 

dw 

H7¥ 

H^ 7 


t^ 7 

tt 

tt 

tt 


HcS 1 

fe 7 

ta 7 

W 

3d 1 

3tt 

tt 

ot 

trft 

Hflt 


rl'dl 

M'dl 

im 

rt'M 

U 7 # 

W% 

utt 

nit 

tflt 

ft 

ft 

ft 

Stt 

ttt 

M 



<te 

SSt 

fitt 

3# 

Uof 7 

tof 7 

Hof 7 



St 

% 

>M 


xJW 

ttft 

tt 

% 

£ret 

ut 



LESSON VII 




ALPHABET 


fhft 



§ * 

» f 

* 


* 

H s 

3 

H 

urha 

arha 


eerhi 


ssassa 

It aha 


^ K 

tf 

KH 

cJT 

G 

W C,H 


* 

kakka 

khakha 

gagga 


ghagga 



3 CH 

5 

CHH 

tT 

J 

3 JH 


* 

chacha 

chhachha 

jajja 


jhajja 

* 


3 T 

5 

TH 


D 

3 DH 

3 

N 

tainka 

thatha 


claclda 


dhadda 

nahnha 

3 T 


TH 

3 

D 

ET DH 

3 

NH 

soft 


soft 


soft 

* soft 

nanna 


U p 


PH 

3 

B 

W BH 

H 

M 

pappa 

phapha 

babba 


bhabba 

mamma 

GT Y 


R 


L 

W V/w 

3 

RH 

yaiya 

rara 


1 a 1 1 a 


wav a 

rharha 


H SH 


KH 

3T 

GH 

t=r z 


F 
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A. NE'.W WORDS 

The consonants reproduced below have no corresponding letters in English. You will 
need help to learn correct pronunciation. 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


tf 

KH 

* 



GH 



* 



CHH 

* 



JH 



* 



TH 

* 



DH 

£ 

N 


T 


TH 

tT 

D 


DH 

* 


* 


* 


* 



BH 

* 


* 


* 


* 


* 



RH 


i. There is no letter in the English alphabet that corresponds with the sounds of tour 
letters in the fifth row. Therefore., when writing English: 


3 

d 

d 


is represented by "T" (soft) as in "Sat Naam" 
is represented by "TH" (soft) as in "both" 
is represented by "IT (soft) as in 1 Gurdwara" 
is represented by "DH" (soft) as m "Buddha" 



3^ 3§ 



WOT 

5 t h1M 

TOF TOT 

frat uni 


(Sd 1 ^d 1 

^3f 

FFH irot 


Htjt wt 


OT Sift 

hft mr 



ii. The sounds of the letters in column two and l'our are expressed by adding "H" to the 
English letter corresponding to the Panjabi letter in the previous column in the same row. 


For e 

xample: 






tf 

KH 

tR-F 'KHOPA' 

U[ 

GH 

urw 

GHAR' 

£ 

CHH 

iFU ’CHHAP' 

¥ 

JH 

W 

JHOOLA 

3 

TH 

<5cJT THUG 1 


DH 


DHOL’ 




3 

BH 


'BHAI' 


i. 

^W 


m 

fm 

fetf 


cW 


feW 

feW 

few 

fes 



fe 

3. olo( 



WW 1 


urwt 

oFWt 

WTWt 

4.URT 

Ufa 1 

ufe 7 

UfW 

wuy 



WUf 

5. 

fW 1 





W 


b.hz 



few 


irt 

>fer 

Ht? 

7.3WT 


WcJT 





W^ 


WWI U[W OTI 

iii. In the filth column, the first two letters 5 and are unique and rarely used. They 
have a very special nasal sound. The reader may ignore them for the present. The third 
letter 3 is a special "N" sound with additional nasal affects. Change of 3 to 3 
changes the meaning of the word. For example, when 3 is replaced 3, the word oTW 
(reed), changes to oe<j' (one eyed person). 

2 5 


Here are some examples: 


ofW 

Reed 


One-eved person 

W> 

Mind 

33 

Unit of weight (about 80 lbs 

W> 

Were 

33 

Jute fiber 

tfW 

Pigeon hole, house 

Food 

3TW 

A thread tied to arm dl'£ 1 

Sons 


The students will learn this vocabulary slowly as they become more familar with Panjabi 
words. 


IV. The last consonant 3 is a modified sound of "D". Some persons use "D" in place of 
this letter, while others prefer "RH" (R hard) to represent this sound in English, for 
example, kada, karha.tiron bracelet) 

H^l 33 * U© § Ite 7 fh ?? 

W Jl 3& tr^ 333 fe 1 3 fcJTttFI 

B: HALF 'N' SOUND: TIPPI AND BIND1: 

fStf fM 

o 

When "N" is shortened to be a nasal sound, it is put on the top of the line. The stem is 
temoved and only a semicircle, called Tippi. is used. This is done in case of lour vowels. 

Muktu. Sihaii, Aunkar and Do-aunkar. For the other six vowels and Urha it is reduced to 
just a dot called Bindi. 



1/2 N= ?> 


sung 


o o o 

h at = Frar 


o 

H ot 

o 

Hot 

fraT 

not 

o 

33 

33T 

Sunk 

Junk 

Sunn 

Punk 

Hunt 

Rung 


frar 


forar 

fuot 

fm 

Ring 

Sing 

Wins 

King 

Pink 

Sink 

O 

W 


hst 


%g\ 


n 

33 

o 

y* 

n 

ftT 

gur 

O 

o 

Hc£ 

ii. Bindi 







U3 

^3 




Saint 

FLiint 

Faint 

Sand 

Band 

Hand 

3T3*3 

£'<e 

3^3 

nfur 


dl 

33 1 

ore 1 

H. 

fre - 

§3T 

H3T 

^n. 

33 




Long 

Song 

Haunt 

©TXT 

fre 1 





C. ADHIK; 

''■w' 

□ 





A symbol to double i 

the sound. 





When a consonant is 

to be repeated 

(stressed ). 

a semicircle looking 

up (new 

moon like) 

placed on top of that 

letter. 





Adda 

fe 1 

Jugg 

HcJT 

Tikka 

f3oT 



— 

m 

Tull 

3tf 
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In Panjabi, sometimes ADHIK changes the meaning of the word. For example: 


OT 

a generation 

OT 

Total, all 

HOT 

blowing out of candle or fire 

HOT 

To know 

OT 

Dirt 

OT 

A WTestler 

<5oC 

To hide 

goT 

Coal tar 

OT 

Oil-cake 

OT 

Hide, skin 


D. BOTTOM-DOTTED LETTERS 

The five BOTTOM-DOTTED Letters were added to write the Persian and Arabic words. 
These sounds were not used in the Panjabi language, hence no Gurmukhi letters existed 
lor them. These new sounds tor writing Persian words were adopted sometime durins the 
17th century alter the compilation ot Guru Granth Sahib by Guru Arjun Dev Ji in 1604. 
These letters are not there in the Guru Granth Sahib. They have been, however, used 

lavishly by Guru Gobind Singh Ji in his composition which were mostly written after 
1680 . 


The language experts have sugg 


ested that the words ot Persian and Arabic orisiin. 


for 


example, Khalsa. Fateh. Khuda and Ghulam, which bv common usane have become a 
part of Panjabi vocabulary be accepted as Panjabi words. Accordingly, in some cases, 
such words may be found written without a dot at the bottom. 


SH 

H 

Push 

UH 

Shore 

OT 

Bush 

HH 

Short 

HOT 

Cash 

§H 

Shop 

HU 

Rash 

tn 

KH 

U 



Sheik 

HU 


OT 

Khan 

U 7 ?) 


OT 
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z 

H 

Zoo 

I 

Zero 


Zigzag 

fiddltldl 

Zeal 


Zink 


Zebra 





F 



Fakir 



Firm 




E. USE OF CONSONANTS AT THE FOOT OF THE LETTERS. 

In Panjabi., some consonants arc used at the loot of other consonants. 

Here are some examples: 

1 . Used' 

In words where a consonant is put at the bottom of the letter, it shortens the sound of that 
letter. Any vowel assigned to the letter goes with the bottom consonant. 


UH 

•A 

UtH 

y has a short sound, the stress is given on ^ 

m 

= mz 



= 






2. Use of U" : 


It is used when hall sound ol "H" is to be pronounced in conjunction with a consonant 

at Ihe foot) are to be pronounced together as one compound 
consonant. The word should be read without separating cT. 


is not dl3 Zjt 

is not U 7 


u 




3 . 


& CT 


are also used at the bottom. Their use is verv rare 


CHART OF VOWELS 
Mdl 1 - TH'dd' 


Mukta 


gn 

im 

Kanna 

ITU 7 

ww 

d'H 1 

"a" 

papa 

Baba 

Raja 

Sihari 

ftjw 

faff 

fUw 

r t ■ r f 

l 

Hill 

Rill 

Pill 

Bihari 



ute 

"ee" 

Heel 

Reel 

Peel 

Aunkar 

iw 


uw 

"u M 

Full 

Put 

Pull 

Do-Aunkar 



yw 

"oo" 

Hoof 

Roof 

Pool 


30 


Lanv 



itw 

"ai" 

Hail 

Rail 

Pail 

Do- Lanv 

tof 

tor 

tor 

"a" 

Hack 

Rack 

Pack 





Hora 

uu 


oar 

"o" 

Hope 

Rope 

Cope 

Kanoura 

'-n 

UZ 

'TJ 

"-o 

"o" 

Hot 

Rot 

Pot 

Tippi 

U3T 

tflT 

HBT 

"ng" 

Hung 

Rung 

Sung 

Adhik 

oW 


>>ftf 


LESSON VIII 

WORDS WITH MULTI-VOWELS 


You ate now ready to pick up any Panjabi reader and start reading. For reading 
with multiple letters and multiple vowels, the following material will help you * 


1. 

cit 


OToft 

^Hofbof 


n 

ifcr 




it 


M 

H^t»F 


it 

ite 


it^bof 


it 


ite* 



£ 



^HW 


it 


iftr 

yrft»F 

2 

w 

FFH 

Tret 



sF 


g'rfl 

gTifbof 


H 1 

>TO 

HTO 



W 

H'rt 


tTO^t 


W 






ftnw) 

ferwS 

forw^r 

3 

S' 


rra 7 

HdH 


a r 



3d 3' 


§ 


dd 1 

fW 


32 


words 


4 


yrt 


TO 

TOt»r 


U 

TO 

TO 7 

TOt 

rot»f 


S 

did 

did 1 

ttt 

erat»F 


Vi 

of 

v> 

O^T 


St 

v> n 

W 


v> 

VI 

tJ^ 1 

g^t 

St 

rot»r 


Vi 

U 

Vt 

ygt 

at 

SStw 

5 

fTO 

fTOS 7 


frost 



fOT 

P , 



frost 



ITO 

P « 

PdWcxe' 


[root el 

r> n 



Idrt 

fd^cxe' 


ld«o<d 



ftra 

furors 7 


fUrost 


6 

UtH 

UtfT 

iM 

utn 

Stfw 


ttc*> 

tt?) 7 


ttt 

StfcW 


ttoT 

tfe 7 

ttSt 

(fit 

ttfw 

7 

n 

fer 

Stt 

St 

Stt»r 


n 

Oc3 

fe 7 

Stt 

St 

5tt»F 


n 

t^ 7 

ttt 

tt 

^tt»r 





^t 

^ft»r 


»F 

W 7 

W3t 

»rt 

»rft»F 


Hof 

Hofr 

gt 

Soft 

Hoft»T 

w 



ioft 

.v n . 

fofPX 1 

TO 

TO 1 

St 

stt 

TOt»F 
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Panjabi Numbers fcJTZ^t 


1 He of One 

34 

BBt Thirty-tour 

67 

33'd6 

Sixty-seven 

2 B T wo 

35 

0Bt Thirty- five 

68 


Sixty-eight 

3 fBTj' Three 

36 

sTSt Thirty-six 

69 

@idd 

— g 

Sixty-nine 

4 B 7 ^ Four 

37 

HBt Thirty-seven 

70 

H33 

Seventy 

5 UtT Five 

38 

>>16dl Thirty-eight 




6 ^ Six 

39 

6 d'ttl Thirty-nine 

71 

feofdd 

Seventy-one 

7 fe Seven 

40 

1 

Forty 

72 

HBBB 

Seventy-two 

8 >fe Eight 




73 

fdddd 

Seventy-three 

9 8* Nine 

41 

fyotd'rtl 

Forty-one 

74 

BUBB 

Seventy-four 

10 BH Ten 

42 

fti'd'wl 

Forty- two 

75 

UBBB 

Seventy-five 


43 

fedd'tfl 

Forty-three 

76 

friddd 

Seventy-six 

1 1 fUTWB 7 Eleven 

44 

#3kt 

Forty-four 

77 

HBBB 

Seventy-seven 

12 STB 7 Twelve 

45 

U3kt 

Forty -five 

78 

»R5BB 

Seventy-eight 

13 dd' Thirteen 

46 


Forty-six 

79 

— u 

Seventy-nine 

14 BB 7 Fourteen 

47 

H3kt 

Forty-seven 

80 

writ 

Eighty 

15 Odd' Fifteen 

48 

nrsH'wl 

Forty-eight 




16WT Sixteen 

vJ 

49 


Forty-nine 

81 

fyoCHl 

Eighty-one 

17 JHd'd 1 Seventeen 

u 

50 

dtTB 

Fifty 

82 

fWHt 

Eighty-two 

18 Eighteen 

j *-■ 




83 

dd'Hl 

Eighty-three 

19 GoV Nineteen 

51 

feoktT 

Fifty-one 

84 


Eighty-four 

20 Twenty 

52 


Fifty-two 

85 

irakt 

Eighty-five 


53 

dd<in‘ 

Fifty -three 

86 ffeWRt 

Eighty-six 

21 fBoft Twenty-one 

54 

BddH 1 

Fifty-four 

87 

FBkt 

Eighty-seven 

22 B'fcfi Twenty-two 

55 

UB#t=F 

Fifty -five 

88 


Eighty-eight 

23 ddl Twenty-three 

56 


Fifty- six 

89 


Eighty-nine 

24 B^t Twenty-iour 

57 

HB#H' 

Fiftv-sevcn 

•/ 

90 

?5t 

Ninety 

25 irat Twenty-five 

58 

»f5#tT T 

Fifty-eight 




26 Twenty-six 

59 


Fifty-nine 

91 

O w 

Ninety-one 

27 Hd'dl Twenty-seven 

60 

ffS 

Sixty 

92 


Ninety-two 

28 »fb'd1 Twenty-eight 




93 

3d6d 

Ninety-three 

29 6edl Twenty -nine 

61 

feoTOS 

Sixty-one 

94 

BBBB 

Ninety-four 

30 3k Thirty 

62 


Sixty-two 

95 

TBTjt 

Ninety-five 


63 

dde> 

Sixty-three 

96 


Ninety-six 

31 fdcxdl Thirty-one 

64 

BU?5 

Sixty -four 

97 

H375t,. 

Ninety-seven 

32 8 dl Thirty-two 

65 

QTR5 

Sixty-five 

98 

»f5?5t 

Ninety-eight 

33 BBt Thirty- three 

66 

fgnrus 

Sixty-six 

99 


Ninety-nine 


100 H One Hundred 



VOCABULARY 


A 



BODY PARTS 



Head 

frfU 

Thumb 


Forehead 

HH 1 

Finger 

ft’dlrtl 

Eye 


Small Finger 

Sut 

Eyebrow 

2 flr^i 

Palm 

3Wt 

Eyelashes 


Nails 

A*d, AHrf?) 

Eyeball 


Back 

fvs 

Nose 

f > or 

Waist 

SHU, rto< 

Teeth 

uu 

Knee 


Lips 


Calf 

ftfflst 

Tongue 

tfe, FTH 7 ?) 

Leg 


Ear 


Ankle 

ffc 

Neck 

31ddA (ftret.) 

Foot 

Ou 

Shoulder 


Heel 

>HUt 

Chest 


Sole 

UU 

Arms 

H 7 ^ 7 

Haii- 

SH, UH 

Elbow' 

fust 

Beard 

U^t 

Wrist 


Moustaches 

u 

ys 7 , y^f ud 

Hand 

TH3 




B 


LIFE & RELATIONS flk?> § fgnt 


Birih 

FI5H 

Ancestors 

(^f ) 

Childhood 


Engagement 

Hdizt 

Oldman 


Weddimi 

i ^ 

f%W<J 

Oldwoman 

fzt 

Marriage 

f%»TTr 

Senior Person 

ytdddl 

Class-fellow 

tWZt 

Sick /ill 

ztrrz 

Couple 

% T , HZt 

Healthy 

d'tfl 

Relationship 

fdHd' 

Tired 


Friend 

fHzz,zHz,»ret 

Happy 


Guest 


Sad 

GtVH 

Enemy 

ZHHZ 

Death 

HZ 

Fight 

3dl3', f5d'yl 

Cremation 

HHodd 

War 




(i) Family 

•A 


Father 

ft-izc wu, nry 

Brother 

ZZ 1 , Wt, 

Mother 

hz 1 , hc tt 

Son 

^dd^doty^Jc: 1 

Sister 


Daughter 

tft, H3oft, HZt 

(in RELATIONS 

THROUGH FAMILY MEMBERS 


FATHER'S 


MOTHERS 


Father 


Father 

ZW 

Mother 


Mother 

ZZl 

Sister 

f»r 

Sister 

j-mt 

Older Brother 

zfz»T 

Brother 

w 

Younger Brother 







BROTHER’S 


SISTERS 


Wife 

Husband 


Son 


Son 

sfe<?' 

Daughter 

sldli-fl 

Daughter 

3^* 



fiii) 

REALTION THROUGH IN-LAWS 

WIFE’S 


HUSBANDS'S 


Mother 

HH 

Mother 

fm 

Father 


r Father 

miw 

Sister 


Sister 


Brother 

HW 

Older Brother 




Younger Brother 

Id (3d 



Daughter-in-law's 


Father 


Mother 




Son-in-law's 


Father 


Mother 

old Heft 
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c 

CALENDER 


Days 




Sunday 

Monday 


Tuesday 

Wednesday 

a^'d Thursday 

dld^'d 

Friday 

Saturday 

Holtld^'d 



Hour 




Minute 

fife 



Second 

Hfe 



Week 

U^3T 



Month 

fefe 



Months 

fete 



January 

HO«Sd1 February 

Sdddl 

March FF93 

April 

Wfe May 

fef 

June H?) 

July 

rlfVifl August 

»lcllHd 

o 

o 

Semptember Hditd 

o 

October 

Wofdyd November 

o<syd 

December eHdd 


Sunrise 


Dawn 

W* 

Morning 


Before Noon 


Noon 


Afternoon 

tfefe fife 

Evening 

FFH, »F33 

Midnight 

WTt 3*3 

Sunset 



nail'd 

gbfdd'd 
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D 

HOUSE 




House 

ura, HcF?) 

Veranda 


Bedroom 


Living Room 

tSoT, §53 


§53 ofW 

Floor 


Wood 

rtow 

Metal 


Washing machine 

o?U3 U3 


HHfc> 

Spoon 

tJHtF 

Glass 

cJRFH 

Televsion 

5o1dltHrt. ^d^dUcS 

Window 

ftreoft 

Fireplace 

»raM 

Flower vase 

grtfft 

Outside 

HFJ3 

Grass 

WU 

Key 

3^, cTrft 

Block 

HUW 

Pets 

^'ttd tPo^d 

Cat 


Bird 

tfgt 


Room 

oorar 

Kitchen 

fora5, dH3t 

Dining room 

o?W 

Roof 

£d 

Rue 

dlttld 1 

Iron 


Fridge 

gRju 

Dryer 

oRT? UopQe 



Serving spoon o<3 J1 

Bowl 

«ed'. 

Door 

tidd'U 1 , fsF 

Gate 

die, 


tddd'U 1 

Flower pot 

cJTHW 1 

Inside 

)fe 

City 

nfdd 

Lock 

ft=Wd' 

Street 

dlrtl 

Village 

fV5, did 1 

Doe 


Hamster 

im3 dU 7 
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E 

FOOD »F tfltF, 


Flour 

W 1 

Onions 

fTp>FtL d"l^ 

Bread 

iTHW d<fl 

Radish 

ywt 

Chapati 


Red Chillies 

w?> f>ra¥ 

Rice 


Lentil 

xrra 

Vegetable 


Pickle 


Potato 

»FW 

Peanut 


Cauliflower 

iM\ 

Salt 

?rHc7, &£ 

Cabbage 

HtJ disil 

Black pepper 


Carrot 

3TW 

Sugar 


Okra 

m 

Milk 

fu 

Pea 


Y ogurt 

BUl* 

Bitteraourd 


Buttermilk 

WFft 

Spinach 

iPWof 

Butter 

lfrfE 

Pumpkin 


Fruit 


Gourd 


Apple 

faf, HH 

Turnip 

H?=53TK 

Pear 

(VHU'dl 

Beans 

1 

Banana 


Pods 

<ortl 

Mango 


Gram 

-V 

SW 

Orange 


Garlic 


Grapefruit 

rlotdd 

Ginger 

>M^oT, 

Papaya 

ifvte 1 

Tea 

wrs 



Biscuit 

fid Hold 



Cake 

<3o< 
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F 



SCHOOL 



School 


Principal 

fijnluw 

Pen 

oS 

Pencil 


Class 

oRSTT, FIHFJ 

Student 


Teacher 

>>ffwvor 

Late 

rtd . k|sfd^f r 

Period 

UldlbfS', ufe 1 

Football 

Wld'rt 

Volleyball 


Hockey 

U 7 ^ 

Wrestling 

UfW, 

Swimming 

3W 7 

Book 

foid'Jd, yTBoT 



Health 

ftHdd 

Healthy 

fnwHg 

Sick 


Tired 

eHow 7 gfe»r 

Headache 

frrar ggg 

Stomach ache 

uggw 

Pain 

gw 

Run 

ttrr, ww 

Walk 

dd<V, drt£' 

Sit 


Stand 

WtS 7 

0 

Sleep 


Lying down 

rtce 1 

Talk 

dirt c<dol 

Discuss 


Argue 

HfUH ora?) 7 

Fight 


Quarrel 

wn? 7 
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G 

Weather HHH 


Heavy rain 

H'fdW 

Flood 

u 

Sun 

W, Hdrl 

Drizzle 



Earthquake 

3TO* 

Lunar Eclipse 

TO djfoe 

Earth 

grot 

North 

#TO 

South 


Snow 



Windstorm 

<"> o 

TO1 

Space 

hfoTH 

Cloud 

TO 

Rain 

SlTO, tout 


Hftj 


Solar Eclipse 

UTOdffTO 

Moon 

n 

to 

East 

yro 

West 


Water 
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Notes 



